Journalism

Instructor: Kristin Colson
Email: colsonk@etsu.edu
Phone: 439-4271


Course Description
The purpose of this class is to learn and practice skills needed to produce an end of the year yearbook for both elementary/middle school and high school. Students will learn photography skills and have opportunities to practice in all situations.  Students will learn how to create and produce individual layouts for various sections of the yearbook. Students will learn the importance of yearbooks for the students, school, and community.

Tennessee State Curriculum Standards
The student will understand and utilize oral, written, and visual communication. This elective expands on 
writing standards W.TTP.1-W.TTP.3 and W.PDW.6. Standards for this course will align with the 9-10 
grade-band standards for ELA
std_ela_elective_courses.pdf

Units of Study
· Photography and Camera basics
· Design and Layouts
· Writing Stories and Captions

Course Textbook
Yearbook Avenue: Login (jostens.com)

Course Materials/Supply List
· Camera 
· Computer to access videos and yearbook production software

Classroom Expectations
Students are expected to follow the University School rules as outlined in the student handbook as well as the English Department. 
The expectation is that all phones, earbuds, (and any other personal communications device) are silenced and will be kept in the student's backpack. Electronics may be used ONLY with permission and ONLY for educational purposes.  Failure to follow these instructions may result in the phone being confiscated and possibly a written referral. 
Other specific rules are as follows.
· Bring a positive attitude.
· Be respectful to the teacher as well as other students.
· Be on time for class and if late, you must have a tardy slip from the office.
· Be prepared for class. You will not be allowed to return to your locker once class begins. 
· Be an active listener and always participate in classroom activities.
· Complete all assignments. In order for you to be successful in this class, you will be expected to complete all homework and class assignments.
· Take care of restroom needs in between classes and not during class. If there is an emergency situation and you need to use the restroom, you must sign out. 
· You may pick back up your phone when the bells rings. You will not need your phone for this class.

Canvas LMS Expectations
Students are expected to complete and submit all assignments as specified in one of the following: Canvas, Google folders, or yearbook avenue.

Grading 
Each assignment will be assigned points. Points will be based on the complexity of the activity. Remember to check PowerSchool regularly for updated grades. 

University School Grading Scale 
	Total Points
	Grade

	100 – 90
	A

	89 - 80
	B

	79 - 70
	C

	69 - 60
	D

	59 - Below
	F




Missing/Late Work Policy
Deadlines are crucial to the success of any publication(yearbook).  There will be homework for this class, especially as we work towards various deadlines throughout the year. You must keep up with these deadlines, and you are expected to complete all assignments.  A failure to do so impacts the overall success of the end product. Five points will be taken off for every day weekly assignments are late, and after three days, the grade for the assignment will be a zero. 

Testing Days
No major tests for this course
Academic Integrity
Plagiarism/Cheating
 
University School is responsible for maintaining academic integrity for all of its students. It is the responsibility of the students to refrain from infractions of academic integrity, from conduct that may lead to suspicion of such infractions, and from conduct that aids others in such infractions. Infractions of academic integrity include but are not limited to:
 
· Cheating (using or attempting to use any information that the student knows is unauthorized)
· Fabrication (unauthorized falsification or invention of information in an academic assignment)
· Plagiarism (representing the words or ideas of another as one's own ideas, including copying from another person's paper and using Artificial Intelligence sites (AI) without proper citations
· Facilitating infractions of academic integrity (Helping or attempting to help another commit an infraction of academic integrity)

The above policy includes copying homework, lab papers, workbooks, and tests materials. It also includes using the on-line translators in world languages. Students who facilitate cheating will receive the same consequences as those who copy the work.
 
Students caught plagiarizing/cheating will be addressed by teacher and/or school administration. Incidents of cheating or plagiarism could result in a disciplinary referral and loss of credit for the given assignment.  Repeat offenses may result in additional disciplinary action at the discretion of the administration.





