Kristin Colson 
colsonk@etsu.edu 
Creative, strategic, empathic


EDUCATION 

Master of Arts–Teaching, East Tennessee State University     		                              2023
Master of Arts—Art Therapy, Saint Mary of-the-Woods College 			                 2006 
Bachelor of Arts—Fine Arts, Milligan College 					                 2001 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Art Teacher (Kindergarten-8th grade)       			   	             October 2020-Present
University School, Johnson City, TN
Provide artistic instruction, art education, and nurture creative expression with students from Kindergarten through 12th grade.  High School classes include AP Art History and Journalism.

Art Teacher/Art Therapist                                                                        August 2004-December 2020
Private Practice, Johnson City, TN
Instructed individual students in creative expression and techniques incorporating art as therapy, as well as art in therapy.

Expressive Therapist/Art Therapist 				                 August 2018-October 2020
Woodridge Hospital, Johnson City, TN 
Facilitated therapeutic expression through varied leisure interests including art, music, writing, and physical activity. 

Therapist/Art Therapist 						        March 2017-March 2018 
Health Connect America, Johnson City, TN 
Offered therapeutic services including individual, family, and group counseling including emotional support and creative processing to children, adults, and families. 

Therapist/Art Therapist 						       August 2012-March 2017 
Woodridge Hospital, Johnson City, TN 
Provided counseling services to adult and adolescent patients through individual, group, and family therapy sessions. 

Donor Ministries Associate Representative 			                  August 2011-January 2012 
Samaritan’s Purse, Boone, NC 
Corresponded with donors concerning various ministry projects and needs including interaction through writing, telephone, and email. 

Specialized Crisis Counselor 				             		          October 2010-July 2011 
Youth Villages, Johnson City, TN 
Responded to crisis calls for children and adolescents in crisis. Conducted assessments to determine children’s needs and treatment care. 

Clinician/Art Therapist 					                      October 2008-May 2010 
Steppen Stone Youth Treatment Center, Limestone, TN 
Led individual, group, and family therapy sessions for adolescents in residential treatment facility. Treatment focus included emotional and behavioral management. Also completed assessments, developed treatment plans, assisted in grant writing, and participated in on-call 24-hour crisis response. 

Assistant Store Manager/Shift Supervisor 		             	                 August 2003-October 2008 
Starbucks, Johnson City, TN 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Managed store operations. This included hiring, employee delegating, customer relations, cash management, product ordering, as well as general supervision and problem solving. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pbhi5did9bg9][bookmark: _heading=h.ezymnvj3fili]
Director of Cultural Enrichment                                                             September 2002-August 2003    Boys & Girls Club, Kingsport, TN                                                                                                 Developed and implemented creative activities with the purpose of cultivating creative expression and appreciation in youth ranging from age five to fourteen.
[bookmark: _heading=h.hdmaltwn16y]
Art Teacher                                                                                                             August 2003-May 2004 Trinity Arts Center, Johnson City, TN                                                                                                     
Led artistic instruction and art education with elementary-age children.    
                                                                                  
[bookmark: _heading=h.5okcsvm1rjb8]CERTIFICATIONS & CONTINUING EDUCATION

Tennessee Teaching License: Visual Arts K-12
AP Art History Certificate
Savanah College of Art & Design AP Art History Event

[bookmark: _heading=h.belu4t7491w]HONORS, AFFILIATIONS, & PRESENTATIONS 

[bookmark: _heading=h.aeo9chhnbaqd][bookmark: _heading=h.1w0o2jubwiqw]Clemmer College Outstanding Teacher Candidate Award, April 2023
Presenter, Niswonger Day of Learning, October 2023
Professional Educators of Tennessee, 2020-Present  
Presenter, Art Therapy and Occupational Therapy, Milligan College, 2016 
Presenter, Spiritual Art Therapy, Life Expressions Center, Johnson City, 2008                
[bookmark: _heading=h.kwae7vo8e91t]                                                                        
SCHOOL & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Key Club Co-Sponsor, University School, 2022-Present 
Courtesy Committee, University School, 2022-Present
Teacher Collaborations—Macy’s Parade, Field Day, James and the Giant Peach, 2022-Present
Johnson City Area Arts Council Downtown Park Banners, March 2024
Martin Luther King, Our Beloved Community Student Art Exhibit–McKinney Center, January 2024
Johnson City Public Library Student Art Display, September 2023
Heart and Sole (Girls on the Run) Coach, Spring 2023
Art Struck Student Art Show Johnson City, April 2023
University School Student Art Show, JAM Pickin’ in the Schoolyard, April 2023
Johnson City Public Library Student Art Display, March 2023
Martin Luther King, Our Beloved Community Student Art Exhibit–McKinney Center, January 2023
Martin Luther King, Student Art Exhibit–ETSU Multi-Cultural Center, January 2023
Johnson City Area Arts Council Downtown Park Banners, May 2022

INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Lamar Elementary Summer School, Week 1, May 2021
Art Show—Sparks Plaza July 2019, Johnson City, TN                                                                          
Art Show—McKinney Center October 2018, Jonesborough, TN                                                           Jonesborough’s Juried Art Exposition 2016—Jonesborough, TN               
The Buffalo Project—Milligan College 150 Years Celebration                                                       Director of Community Relations—Operation Christmas Child                                                               Art Collaborative—Grace Fellowship Church, Johnson City, TN
Living Clothesline Project for Victims of Sexual Abuse—Crisis Center, Bristol VA                      Samaritan’s Purse Disaster Relief Project—Nashville, TN                                                                                                               Art in Worship—Redeemer Community Church, Johnson City, TN 
Art Therapy Groups—The River Women’s Ministry, Johnson City, TN
Artist Mission Project—China                                                                                                                        Art Therapy—Families Free Inmate Visitation, Mountain City, TN
Live Art Painting—The Well College Ministry, Johnson City, TN
