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About the Use of Artificial Intelligence
Our primary goal in this class is to learn. In the process of learning, we may use support tools, but it’s important not to use them in a way that removes our learning from the equation. Artificial Intelligence, such as ChatGPT, can be used to our benefit or loss when it comes to learning. 
In this class, I would like to see your own, original thinking and writing. Please do not ask ChatGPT or any similar software to compose a submission that you represent as your own work – in part or in whole. If you do so, and it is detected, this constitutes a type of academic misconduct and I will regrettably have to implement consequences.
Optional Next Paragraph 1
If you use AI for inspiration or guidance, please be transparent about this through a citation and brief explanation of how you used the tool. You can learn more about how to properly cite your AI usage here. If you are unsure whether your use falls within acceptable boundaries, reach out to me well before the due date to consult. And remember – you can also ask me for guidance when you have questions.
Optional Next Paragraph 2
Some people use AI for inspiration or guidance. I am concerned about this approach, as it, too, can help you skip some of the good thinking I’d like you to be doing in our class. Therefore, if you feel confused about how to begin your work, or how to organize it, or even what thesis statements you could make, please schedule a meeting with me (instead of with ChatGPT), and I will do my best to provide you the guidance and support you need – that’s my job as your instructor. To get this support in a timely way, it’s important that you reach out sooner rather than later to schedule your meeting.

The best rule-of-thumb to use is this: If you are relying on AI to think for you, then you are not getting the learning benefits out of this class. This not only cheats yourself out of what you are paying to learn in our class, but potentially cheats your future coworkers, clients, and others of the expertise they’ll assume you have. Thinking is effortful, but the benefits are well worth it!
image1.png
EAST TENNESSEE STATE
UNIVERSITY

Center for
Teaching Excellence





