Institutional Biosafety Committee Minutes
General Information
Institution – East Tennessee State University
Meeting Date – August 28, 2025
Meeting Time – 10:30 AM – 10:47 AM
Meeting Type – Zoom 
IBC Members Present
1. Dr. Michael Kruppa, (IBC Chair)
2. Dr. Zuchao Ma, (IBC Member, Medicine)
3. Dr. Greg Bishop, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
4. Dr. Chris Pritchett, (IBC Member, Public Health)
5. Dr. Mohamed Elgazzar, (IBC Member, Medicine)
6. Dr. Phillip Scheuerman, (IBC Member, Public Health)
7. Dr. Abbas Shilabin, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
8. Dr. Regenia Campbell (IBC Member, Medicine)
9. Dr. Greg Hanley, (IBC Member, Medicine)
10. Miriam Trivette (IBC Member, Local Representative) 
11. Mark Finucane (IBC Member, Local Representative)
12. Wendy Eckert, (Assistant VP for Research)
IBC Members Absent
1. Mike Grim, (Director of Health and Safety)
2. Dr. Melissa Whitaker, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
3. Dr. Aruna Kilaru (IBC Member, Biological Sciences)
Non-voting Members Present:
1. Richie Wyckoff, (Environmental Compliance Manager)
2. Dr. Nick Hagemeier, (Vice Provost for Research)
Quorum – Present
Other Individuals in Attendance – None
Call to Order – The IBC Chair called the meeting to order at 10:32 AM. 
Conflict of Interest – The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest as each registration is reviewed.  
Review and approval of previous meeting minutes – Meeting minutes from 7/24/25 were approved. 
Review of Prior Business – N/A
New IBC Registrations and Amendments for Review
1. PI Name – Thomas C. Jones
1. Registration Number/Title – CHEM 25-016 “Circadian photoentrainment in spiders with obscured eyes”-use of Isoflurane for anesthesia on Pholcus mamueli spiders.
a. Project Overview – Open drop exposure to isoflurane will be used to anesthetize Pholcus manueli, a common and not medically-significant spider, prior to covering some, all, or none of their eyes with dental paint. Isoflurane will be transferred from the stock container to an empty 15 mL plastic centrifuge tube with a plastic transfer pipette, approximately 2 mL at a time. Cotton balls (1–2) will then be placed into the centrifuge tube with forceps to prevent the spider from directly contacting the isoflurane. This tube will then be placed into a plastic container with a tight lid. Spiders will be transferred to this plastic tub one at a time. Researchers will observe the spider and remove it from the anesthetizing chamber immediately after it becomes immobile. All work with isoflurane will be done under a chemical fume hood. The fume hood will be left running for several minutes after the end of each anesthetic event to pull any waste gas out of the fume hood.
b. Risk Assessment and Discussion – Concerns arose that Isoflurane does not need to come before the IBC. A policy will be put into place regarding these chemicals. This registration will be exempt.
c. Training – Richie has contacted Dr. Jones to discuss the training he needs to complete. 
d. Biosafety Level Assignment – N/A 
e. IBC Vote – This registration is exempt. 
New Business
New Business/Additional Topics – New forms and policies will be up for discussion regarding registrations. Dr. Kruppa would like the forms to become standardized and uploaded to OneAegis. Single sign on will be bought for OneAegis. 
Review of Incidents – N/A 
Inspections/Ongoing Oversight – N/A
IBC Training – N/A
Public Comments – There were no public comments. 
Adjournment 
The IBC Chair moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:47 AM. The next meeting is scheduled for September 25th, at 10:30 AM via Zoom. 
