Institutional Biosafety Committee Minutes
General Information
Institution – East Tennessee State University
Meeting Date – Thursday, July 24, 2025
Meeting Time – 10:30 AM - TBD AM
Meeting Type – Zoom 
IBC Members Present
1. Dr. Michael Kruppa, (IBC Chair)
2. Dr. Mohamed Elgazzar, (IBC Member, Medicine)
3. Dr. Phillip Scheuerman, (IBC Member, Public Health)
4. Miriam Trivette (IBC Member, Local Representative) 
5. Mark Finucane (IBC Member, Local Representative)
6. Mike Grim, (Director of Health and Safety)
7. Wendy Eckert, (Assistant VP for Research)
8. Dr. Chris Pritchett, (IBC Member, Public Health)
9. Dr. Zuchao Ma, (IBC Member, Medicine)
10. Dr. Aruna Kilaru, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
11. Dr. Regenia Campbell (IBC Member, Medicine)
IBC Members Absent
1. Dr. Melissa Whitaker, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
2. Dr. Greg Bishop, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
3. Dr. Abbas Shilabin, (IBC Member, Arts and Sciences)
4. Dr. Greg Hanley, (IBC Member, Medicine)
Non-voting Members Present:
1. Dr. Nicholas Hagemeier, (Vice Provost for Research)
2. Richie Wyckoff, (Environmental Compliance Manager)
Quorum – Present
Other Individuals in Attendance:
1. Meredith Tallent, (Office Coordinator)
Call to Order – The IBC Chair called the meeting to order at 10:32 AM. 
Conflict of Interest – The IBC Chair reminded all members present to identify any conflicts of interest as each registration is reviewed.  
Review and approval of previous meeting minutes – Meeting minutes from 4/24/25 were approved. 
New IBC Registrations and Amendments for Review
1. PI Name – Alex Hopke
a. Registration Number/Title – PATH 25-012 “Characterization of neutrophil swarming responses to infection and inflammation: Mucor circinelloides”
b. Project Overview – This research focuses on understanding neutrophil swarming, a recently discovered behavior where neutrophils coordinate their actions to target pathogens too large for individual cells to handle, such as fungal hyphae and biofilms. The study aims to uncover the molecular mechanisms that regulate swarming and its effectiveness in antifungal defense. Researchers will use various fungal species with different sizes and morphologies to determine how target characteristics influence swarming. They will employ microscale devices and timelapse microscopy with primary human neutrophils from healthy and diabetic donors. The project will also investigate signaling pathways using inhibitors and explore potential ways to enhance swarming, especially in diabetic neutrophils, through cytokines like G-CSF and GM-CSF.
c. Risk Assessment and Discussion – No concerns were raised.
d. Training – Safety up to date. 
e. Biosafety Level Assignment – BSL-2
f. IBC Vote – All in favor and passed. 
2. PI Name – Alex Hopke
a. Registration Number/Title – PATH 25-013 “Characterization of neutrophil swarming responses to infection and inflammation: Rhizopus oryzae”
b. Project Overview – This research focuses on understanding neutrophil swarming, a recently discovered behavior where neutrophils coordinate their actions to target pathogens too large for individual cells to handle, such as fungal hyphae and biofilms. The study aims to uncover the molecular mechanisms that regulate swarming and its effectiveness in antifungal defense. Researchers will use various fungal species with different sizes and morphologies to determine how target characteristics influence swarming. They will employ microscale devices and timelapse microscopy with primary human neutrophils from healthy and diabetic donors. The project will also investigate signaling pathways using inhibitors and explore potential ways to enhance swarming, especially in diabetic neutrophils, through cytokines like G-CSF and GM-CSF.
c. Risk Assessment and Discussion – No concerns were raised. 
d. Training – Safety up to date.
e. Biosafety Level Assignment – BSL-2 
f. IBC Vote – All in favor and passed. 
3. PI Name – Alex Hopke
a. Registration Number/Title – PATH 25-014 “Characterization of neutrophil swarming responses to infection and inflammation: Rhizopus microsporus”
b. Project Overview – This research focuses on understanding neutrophil swarming, a recently discovered behavior where neutrophils coordinate their actions to target pathogens too large for individual cells to handle, such as fungal hyphae and biofilms. The study aims to uncover the molecular mechanisms that regulate swarming and its effectiveness in antifungal defense. Researchers will use various fungal species with different sizes and morphologies to determine how target characteristics influence swarming. They will employ microscale devices and timelapse microscopy with primary human neutrophils from healthy and diabetic donors. The project will also investigate signaling pathways using inhibitors and explore potential ways to enhance swarming, especially in diabetic neutrophils, through cytokines like G-CSF and GM-CSF.
c. Risk Assessment and Discussion – No concerns were raised. 
d. Training – Safety up to date.
e. Biosafety Level Assignment – BSL-2 
f. IBC Vote – All in favor and passed. 
4. PI Name – Tianhu Sun
a. Registration Number/Title – rsNA 25-015 “Developing Plant Platform for Therapeutic Protein Production”
b. Project Overview – The research project aims to engineer Nicotiana plants and express therapeutic proteins in those engineered plants. 
c. Risk Assessment and Discussion – No concerns were raised.
d. Training – Safety up to date.
e. Biosafety Level Assignment – BSL-1 
f. IBC Vote – All in favor and passed. 
New Business
New Business/Additional Topics – New biosafety minutes are being put in place starting with this meeting. New registration forms are currently being made so that they can be put into an online format in the future. The new forms will be sent out for approval. The possibility of having two on site visits a year was discussed. There will be an in-person meeting in October on main campus and in March on VA campus.
Review of Incidents – Nothing to report.  
Inspections/Ongoing Oversight – Nothing to report. 
IBC Training – Nothing to report. 
Public Comments – There were no public comments. 
Adjournment 
The IBC Chair moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:47 AM. The next meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2025, at 10:30 AM via Zoom. 
Note: these minutes were taken with the assistance of AI. 
