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CDC Screening Recommendations 

https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/screening-recommendations.htm
   



Healthy People 2030 

https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-
objectives/sexually-transmitted-infections/reduce-syphilis-rate-
females-sti-03 

https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/atlas/syphilis/index.html
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TDH Recommendations - THAN

Rescreening for syphilis at 28-32 weeks 

gestation and at delivery is highly 
encouraged by TDH for ALL patients, 
regardless of first trimester test results 

If a patient is getting a pregnancy test in an 
emergency department or 
outpatient/walk-in setting, TDH highly 
encourages concurrent sexually 
transmitted infection testing including 
syphilis 

All women experiencing stillbirth after 20 
weeks should be tested for syphilis



https://www.acog.org/clinical/clinical-guidance/practice-advisory/articles/2024/04/screening-for-syphilis-in-pregnancy



CDC Vital Signs

https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/newborn-syphilis/index.html 



Vital Stats Highlights

https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/newborn-syphilis/index.html 



Disease Intervention Specialists (DIS)

Public health professionals who use contract tracing and case 
investigation to prevent and control infectious diseases 

DIS specialize in:
• Public health investigations
• Case management and analysis
• Provider and community 

engagement, and
• Outbreak detection and response. 

DIS offer partner services to people 
with STDs, their partners, and others at 
increased risk for infection.

https://www.cdc.gov/std/projects/disease-intervention/default.html

Notify your patients of potential DIS follow-up.  



Disease Reporting



2024 Reportable Disease List 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/reportable-diseases/2024-List-Provider.pdf
 



https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/reportable-diseases/HealthcareProviders_How-to-Report.PDF



• Report syphilis cases to local health department STI program 
designee  

• Regional health department STI program staff provide support 
and resources  

Local Health Department  

Local and Regional Health Departments (tn.gov)



STI Contacts for Metro Health Departments

Shelby Madison Davidson Hamilton Knox Sullivan 

Misty Hayes-Winton
Program Manager

Quill Brabham
HIV/STI Manager

Norman Foster
STI/HIV Manager

Arlisia Craig
STI Manager

Chad Burry
Patient Services Manager 

Heather Mullins
Regional EPI/STD Director 

P: 901-222-9416
P: 901-222-9427

P: 731-927-8534
C: 731-431-3561

P: 615-340-5695
F: 615-340-8560

P: 423-209-8264
F: 423-209-8259

P: 865-215-5267
C: 865-363-7105

P: 423-279-7545
F: 423-279-2727

STI Contacts for Regional Health Departments

West Mid-Cumberland South Central
Upper 

Cumberland 
Southeast East Northeast

Felicia Stegall
STI Manager 

Lakesha Marshall
STI Manager

Karan Kilpatrick
STI Manager

Robin Palmer
HIV/STI Manager

Beth Thomas
STI Manager

Erika Hampton
STI Manager

Samantha Webb
STI Manager

P: 731-421-6745
F: 731-421-5000

P: 615-650-7041
P: 615-650-7025

P: 931-490-8362
931-490-8362

P: 931-646-7550
F: 931-520-7575

P: 423-634-5804
F: 423-634-3139

P: 865-601-7688 

P: 865-549-5290
P: 423-979-4653
C: 423-202-5879



Local Health Department – Next Business Day Reporting  

Congenital Syphilis Reporting:

• What info is needed?
– Mother & Infant:

• DOB

• Signs & Symptoms 

• Lab results (or pending results like VDRL)

• Treatment 

• Prenatal Provider

– Contact info for mother

• If patient is still in hospital

– Patients are very hard to locate once d/c’d 
from hospital



Local Health Department – PH-1600  Reporting 

Medical Records Needs: 
-Face Sheet
-H&P
-MAR with syphilis treatment
-Consults related to syphilis
-Discharge Summary 

 

Congenital Syphilis Infections 



CDC Reporting Requirements

Congenital syphilis reporting:

• Obstetric history

• Prenatal care details 

• Test results

• Treatment
– Treatment used

– Date given

– Duration of treatment

– Adequate for stage?

– Adequate response? 

• Clinical presentation

• Risk factors



TN Congenital Syphilis Review Board 

In-depth exploration of the contributors to 
congenital syphilis infections and the system 
issues that impact the risk of infection.

Multidisciplinary Case Review Team 

Developing a clearer understanding of 
underlying risk factors and inequities that 
may not be identified otherwise. 

Uses findings to take action that can prevent 
future cases of congenital syphilis and 
improve the system of care and resources for 
women and infants



Provider Resources



Clinical Resources 



National STD Curriculum

CE Credits

Self Paced 
Learning 

Podcasts 
with SME

FREE! 

https://www.std.uw.edu/ 



Clinical Consultation

https://www.stdccn.org/render/Public 



Clinical Consultation 

https://www.stdccn.org/render/Public 



Syphilis and Congenital Syphilis: A Toolkit for Healthcare Providers - The Clinical 
Training Center for Sexual & Reproductive Health (ctcsrh.org)







Provider Resources – REDCap Syphilis History

https://redcap.health.tn.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=MJFDY39AKM3WLKJJ 



Provider Resources – REDCap Syphilis History

https://redcap.health.tn.gov/redcap/surveys/?s=MJFDY39AKM3WLKJJ 



Questions?



THANK 
YOU!

Cynthia C. Thomas, DO, MPH | Physician
Northeast Regional Health Office
185 Treasure Lane, Johnson City, TN 37604
p. 423-979-4605
Cynthia.C.Thomas@tn.gov


