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Dear Loyal ETSU Supporters,

Thank you to all of our alumni, friends, partners, and especially to our Foundation Board of Directors and Presi-
dent’s Circle members.  The entire ETSU family has come together to make this past year a tremendous success.  

•	 The Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) has announced the names of more than 90 
U.S. higher education institutions that are being recognized with 2019 CASE Educational Fundraising 
Awards.  East Tennessee State University was recognized for overall improvement and significant growth, 
based on the judges’ blind analysis of three years of fundraising data.  This recognition is possible thanks to 
your guidance, involvement, and encouragement!

•	 The Distinguished President’s Trust dinner was held at Meadowview on April 12, 2019.  During 
       the event, we were proud to honor 30 people for their support to ETSU and the Foundation.  View/ 

download photos from the event here (password is DPT442).  Portraits from the event are here (password is 
DPTP452)

•	 The New Foundation Board took their positions on July 1, 2019.  We welcome Andy Hall, Peter Raber, and 
Joe Trujillo.  Big thanks to Jerry Caldwell, Loretta Lyle, Forooz Smalley, R.T. “Rab” Summers, and Guy Wilson 
for their service!

•	 President’s Circle Football Tailgate scheduled for Saturday, September 7, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 

•	 Campaign Progress.  We have already secured $53.2M toward the $120M goal for the Campaign for 
ETSU! I am confident that, together with our generous alumni, partners, and friends, we will exceed expecta-
tions in advance of the campaign end in June 2022.

Thanks so much for all your advice, leadership, and support!

	  
							       Pamela Ritter
							       President/CEO & Vice President for ETSU Advancement

P.S.  The President’s Circle exists to recognize donors to the University!  When you donate $500 or more to the area(s) you  
          choose, we will invite you to special events and send you information about our progress (like this report).  As we have  
          just begun the new fiscal year, I encourage you to make your gift today by visiting www.etsu.edu/give. 
 

         ETSU Foundation | give@etsu.edu | www.etsu.edu/give

https://etsuphotoservices.photoshelter.com/gallery/Distinguished-Presidents-Trust-2019-Gallery/G0000PoiTD922Txw/C0000FQzFq52Kzcs/XXXX
https://etsuphotoservices.photoshelter.com/gallery/DPT-Prom-Photos-Gallery/G0000MYZ7_U3b.tc/C0000FQzFq52Kzcs/XXXX
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-  Major Giving:
•	 JaVonte’ Ashford joined Advancement as the second Director of Development for the College of Business    

      & Technology on June 1.  He has an extensive background in higher ed enrollment and administration, and  
      he will primarily be raising funds for Computing, Digital Media, Engineering, and Engineering Technology.
•	 Mona Salyer selected as the second DoD for the Quillen College of Medicine - she starts August 5, 2019.
•	 Search underway for DoD for the Colleges of Nursing and Clinical & Rehabilitative Health Sciences.

-  Advancement Services - supported ETSU Day of Giving & WETS-FM spring fund drive.
•	 Working with an artificial intelligence (AI) software provider to enhance major gift cultivation. 
•	 Completed Alumni directory updates & several coding projects for individual colleges and units.
•	 AVP serves as a member of the group reviewing enterprise administrative software.

-  Annual Giving - surpassed last year’s total annual gift production by 16%, meeting the goal for FY19.
•	 Day of Giving far exceeded expectations - over 790 gifts and nearly $225K! 2020 event will be April 22.

-  Planned Giving - booked $6.39M in planned/deferred gifts during the 2019 fiscal year.
•	 Search ongoing to fill the Director of Planned Giving position.

-  Alumni Association - presented 7 awards at the Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting on April 24, 2019.
•	 Class of '69 inducted into the Golden 50s Club & led the 2019 graduating class in morning commencement.
•	 Alumni clubs continue to grow; events hosted this quarter in Knoxville, Chattanooga, and Nashville.  
•	 Alumni directories to be mailed August 2019.  Information for over 11,500 alumni updated.
•	 Get involved or update your info at www.ETSUAlumni.org.

 - Athletics - secured over $2.133M in gifts & other revenue.  Also sold over $1.191M in tickets for 2018-19.  
•	 ETSU and Van Wagner Sports and Entertainment exceeded corporate sponsorship sales goals and shared 

additional revenue in year one of the partnership, a feat accomplished by very few athletic departments 
around the country. 

- WETS-FM - added donor e-mail receipts during phone drives; total donations of $402.5K, equalling FY18.

PERFORMANCE METRICS (for 2018-19):
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Report Schedule:  
- 1st Quarter – Arts & Sciences, Business & Technology, Education, and Medicine.
- 2nd Quarter – Clinical & Rehabilitative Health Sciences, Nursing, Pharmacy, and Public Health. 
- 3rd Quarter – Athletics, Student Life & Enrollment, University Programs, and WETS-FM.
- 4th Quarter – Annual Report.
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ETSU is an AA/EEO employer.  ETSU-046-15M.

Private Giving in the form of grants reached $11.4M this year, remaining steady with the previous FY. This brings 
total recorded giving for 2018-19 to $24.5M.  The chart below summarizes net production, philanthropic cash, 
and the Annual Fund but does not include grants.

NET PRODUCTION = total gifts received and pledges recorded; includes Planned Giving.
PHIL. CASH = Philanthropic Cash; total cash received, excluding payments or prior-year pledges.
ANNUAL FUND = typically those gifts $1K and below, excluding gifts to capital funds or endowments.
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