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A little bit about our Tri-Iota President:

On February 12 , 2025, 90+ people from our
community celebrated queer voices through
poetry and community. The evening began
with invited speakers who were featured in
The Mockingbird , followed by those who
signed up “open-mic-style”. All had truly
beautiful and powerful messages. Early Bird
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“It was truly the perfect
time to come together, to
create a sacred space to
listen and support our
community. I certainly felt
grateful to be in that room.”

provided their delicious tea and coffee to warm our
bellies, while our hearts were warmed with words.
Audience feedback was overwhelmingly positive,
with calls to plan similar events in the Fall.  

Please mark your calendars for our Speaking Queerly
II event scheduled for October 1  from 6-9pm in the
East Tennessee Room! 
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In the aftermath of Hurricane Helene, WGSS, WGRC, and The Pride Center were
awarded a donation of surplus menstrual hygiene products. The organizing
team at the NE TN disaster relief center housed at Bristol Motor Speedway

reached out to ETSU through the Student Government Association to gauge
willingness of campus departments and organizations to help distribute the

overwhelming donation of menstrual products received. Through a partnership
with the Department of Sustainability and the Logistics team at Goodwill of

Tenneva, f ive pallets of products were procured f rom the Bristol Motor
Speedway to be distributed by WGSS, the WGRC, the Pride Center, and RISE:

Healthy for Life on campus and in the larger Johnson City community.
WGSS received a Donation of 5,552 menstrual pads, all counted and inventoried

by Sierra Tenney, one of our FWS students. We make it part of our mission to
supply the bathrooms in our building as well as host events dedicated to

product distribution to students. We love contributing this positive impact on
campus.

“Through tabling, we were able to help students who needed one or two [pads]
to get them through the day, but we also received the opportunity to provide

months’ worth of products.” - Sierra Tenney







Rebecca Pearson is a passionate
reproductive health advocate and nursing
student at ETSU, committed to advancing
reproductive justice in Appalachia. As co-

founder of the ETSU Elevates period
education project and President of the

Appalachian Reproductive Health Alliance,
she has distributed over 10,000+

reproductive health products and led major
community outreach initiatives. A national
member of EC4EC and board member of

RISE: Healthy for Life, Rebecca designs
inclusive sex education programs and

champions emergency contraceptive access
on and off campus. Her work has been

recognized locally and globally, including a
presentation at the Taiwan Gender Equity

Education Summit.

Dee Meadows, is a doctoral candidate
at ETSU. As a psychologist, she is

passionate about expanding access to
mental health services in underserved
communities. As an Af rican American

woman, building community has
always been a sacred and healing

space for those around her. Recently,
she has dedicated much of her time at
ETSU to creating the Clinicians of Color

Collective. 
“I hope this group continues to unite

students of color at ETSU and amplify
diverse voices on campus.” -Dee 

Feminist Activist AwardsFeminist Activist Awards

Dee Meadows
Graduate Feminist Activist Award Recipient 

Rebecca Pearson
Undergraduate Feminist Activist Award

Recipient 



  Looking AheadLooking Ahead  

Contact wgss@etsu.edu for more information

Notable Women Award Recipients
Fall 2025!

Christine D. Lewis, PhD, LPC (MS), NCC, NCSC Cara Harker, MFA

November 19
from 5-7pm

(with food and
socializing

starting at 4:30)
in the East TN
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October 1  2025!st Black Feminist Theory Grad & Undergrad Class





WGSS FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTSWGSS FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Publications:

Reyes, A., White, M. ,  and Lindo, N. (2024). Integrating
Spirituality in Counseling with Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Queer Clients. Counseling and Values.

Tolley, R (2025)[forthcoming] [Review of the book
Unpalatable: stories of pain and pleasure in Southern
cookbooks by Tippen, Carrie] Choice. Vol. 62.

Tolly, R ( June 2025) [Review of the book People, power, and
change: organizing for democratic renewal by Ganz,
Marshall] Choice Vol. 62, Issue 10. 
 
Tolley, R (Mar 2025) [forthcoming] [Review of the book The
virtues of underwear, by Edwards, Nina] Choice Vol. 62,
Issue 7.

Templeton, J., Dixon, W. E., Williams, S. L. ,  Morelen, D.,
Driggers-Jones, L. P., & Robertson, C. (2024). The mediating
role of social support on the link between adverse childhood
experiences and adult mental health. Journal of
Experimental Child Psychology, 252, 106148.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2024.106148

Williams, S. L. , Van Leuven, E. G., Wilkins, B., & Mann, A.
(2024). A moderated mediation model of minority stress in
Appalachian transgender and nonbinary individuals.
Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity.
https://doi.org/10.1037/sgd0000756

Presentations:

Leroy-Frazier, J. (June 2024). “’Everything Bore the Weight
of Everything Else:’ Reconstructing Southern Literature in
Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing"-- accepted for presentation at the
Society for the Study of Southern Literature biennial
conference, Gulfport, MS.

Leroy-Frazier, J. (March 2024).“Ecofeminism and
Appalachian Literature: Local, Regional, Global” (pre-
arranged panel, co-presented with Dr. Deedee Abbott,
Georgia State University, and Mandi Aubrey, East Tennessee
State University); individual paper presentation: “the need
and strength of roots:’ Ecofeminist Ethics in Wilma
Dykeman’s The Far Family”--Appalachian Studies
Association annual conference, Western Carolina University.

LeRoy-Frazier, J. (2024) ‘the need and strength of roots:’
Ecofeminist Ethics in Wilma Dykeman’s The Far Family
[Conference presentation]. Appalachian Studies Association
Annual Conference, Western Carolina University. 

LeRoy-Frazier, J., Adeusi, T., Chukwuma, J. (2024) Narratives
of Belonging and Community: Local, Regional, and
Transnational Identities [Conference presentation]. The
Louisville Conference on Literature and Culture, University of
Louisville. 

Presentations (continued):

McKinney, R., Pinto, S., White, M. E. ,  & Akers, W. P.
(October, 2024). From competencies to guidelines:
Upcoming changes from SAIGE taskforces.
Presentation delivered at the Society for Sexual,
Affectional, Intersex, and Gender Expansive Identities
conference, Golden, CO.

Pusateri, C., Rogers, D., Brooks-Taylor, T., Brown J.B.,
& Langenbrunner, M. (12-14 April, 2023). “Service
Learning through Historical Context: Building on
Wisdom and Community Needs,” [workshop
presentation], Gulf-South Summit on Service Learning
& Community Engagement, Athens, GA.

Rogers, D., Pusateri, C., Brooks-Taylor, T., Brown J.B.,
& Langenbrunner, M. (12-14 April, 2023). “The Critical
Role of Service Learning in Academia,” [workshop
presentation], Gulf-South Summit on Service Learning
& Community Engagement, Athens, GA. 

Tolly, R  (March, 2025) “Library workers and imposter
syndrome,” [keynote speaker] Southeast
Collaborative Online Conference, State Library of
North Carolina

Tolly, R (April, 2025) "Stitching through storms:
Quilts of resilience and recovery" Tennessee Arts
Commission, Tennessee Folklife Institute, Buffalo
Valley, TN 

 White, M. E. (October, 2024). Trans self-disclosure in
CES: Navigating safety and support across roles.
Presentation delivered at the Society for Sexual,
Affectional, Intersex, and Gender Expansive Identities
conference, Golden, CO.

 Williams, S. L. (April, 2025). Expanding minority
stress models to address the mental health needs 
of sexual and gender minorities in South Central
Appalachia. Invited talk for the Connecting Across
Disciplines conference at University of Tennessee,
Knoxville.

Williams, S. L., Van Leuven, E., Wilkins, B., & Mann, A.
K. (March, 2025). Can Support and 
Community Connection Mitigate Psychological
Effects of Minority Stress in Trans and Nonbinary
Appalachians? Paper presented at the UNC Asheville
Queer Studies Conference. Asheville, NC.

 Williams, S. L. (March, 2025). Division 35 Book
Series: Incoming Editor Discusses 
2023 Book and Submission Process. Psychology of
Polycystic Ovary Syndrome. Book Blitz at the annual
conference of the Association for Women in
Psychology. Santa Fe, NM.

Henry, S., Hampton, G., Mohammed, S., & Williams, S.
L. (March, 2025). PCOS and Positive 
Growth: Qualitative and Quantitative Findings in
Cisgender Women and Gender Diverse Individuals.
Paper presented at the annual conference of the
Association for Women in Psychology. Santa Fe, NM.

 Williams, S. L., & Henry, S. (March, 2025). Growing a
Liberatory and Gender Inclusive Research 
Program on the Psychology of Polycystic Ovary
Syndrome. Paper presented at the annual conference
of the Association for Women in Psychology. Santa
Fe, NM.

 Williams, S. L. (Feburary, 2025). Meeting the
Moment: Addressing Minority Stress to Protect
Gender 
Minority Mental Health in South Central Appalachia.
Continuing Education 3-hour APA Continuing
Education Workshop for the Intermountain
Psychological Association, Johnson City, TN.

Dr. Judy McCook

Grants, Courses, & Other
Activities:

Jill LeRoy-Frazier:
CDST 5/4017 Ecofeminism (Spring
2024)
MALS 5200 Travelers, Expats,
Migrants, Diaspora, and Transnational
Identity (Fall 2023)
MALS 5900 Nigerian Women Writing
Diaspora (Spring 2023)
MALS 5300 Intersectionality and Social
Justice (Fall 2022)

ETSU Presidential Grant-in-Aid, to
attend the Leitner Center for Law and
Justice Summer Human Rights
Institute at Fordham Law School, New
York City, $5000, AY 2022-23.

Rebecca Tolley:
July 2024, second year to teach trauma
informed library leadership at Harvard
Graduate School of Education's
Leadership Institute for Academic
Librarians.

Mickey White:
White, M. E. (Producer). (2024, August
23). Mastering the dynamics of kink-
aware counseling (No. 280) [Audio
Podcast]. The Thoughtful Counselor.
Concept Professional Training.

White, M. (Producer). (2024, May 24).
Generations of resilience: Counseling
LGBTQ+ older adults (No. 273) [Audio
Podcast]. The Thoughtful Counselor. 

White, M. (2024). Summer Research
Assignment (Funded) Clemmer College
Internal Research Advisory Council
(ETSU); primary investigator. Project:
Grant Development for Community-
Engaged LGBTQ+ Support & Training
Support for Rural Mental Health
Trainees

Stacey Williams:
Awarded Distinguished Publication
Award from the Association for Women
in Psychology

Appointed incoming editor of the book
series for Division 35 (Psychology of
Women) of the American Psychological
Association

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2024.106148
https://doi.org/10.1037/sgd0000756

