East Tennessee State University
NASA Geophysics/Planetary Geology Scholarship Application

Submit applications to:  Dr. Beverly Smith at smithbj@etsu.edu, or hard copy via US Mail to Department of Physics and Astronomy, ETSU, Box 70652, Johnson City, TN 37614, or in person to Brown Hall 273, or via fax to (423) 439-6905

These scholarships are offered on a 1st-come, 1st-serve basis, thus applying early is suggested.  Applications will be accepted until May 1, 2026 if funding allows.

1. Pending funding, a number of NASA Geophysics/Planetary Geology scholarships of $1250 each will be awarded for the Fall 2026 semester, with possible extension to Spring 2027.    This scholarship is intended for Geophysics majors considering a career in Geophysics, Planetary Geology, or related fields. Students who receive this scholarship will be required to take at least one course towards the Physics minor during the Fall 2026 semester.   Eligible Fall 2026 courses include Calculus 1, Technical Physics 1, or more advanced Physics courses.     Students must have fulfilled the required prerequisites for those courses to be awarded one of these scholarships (i.e., they must have already taken either MATH 1710, MATH 1910, or have scored a grade of 27 or higher on the MATH ACT exam).
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name (Mr./Ms.) _______________________________________________________________________________
                                                Last                                                              First                                                           Middle/Maiden
Student ID _________________ Telephone # ____________________ E-mail ____________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________
                         Street                                                               City                                                                        State              Zip Code
County ____________________________________________ 

Classification:    ETSU Freshman____ Sophomore_____  Junior_____New Transfer Student _______ 



High School _______________________________________    Graduation Date __________________________

High School GPA ____________   ACT Composite _______  SAT _______  Class rank _____ out of _______

Cumulative College GPA_________________________Number of hours earned______________

FAFSA INFORMATION:
Have you completed the 2026-2027 FAFSA?  ____________   If yes, date of application __________________
If no, do you plan to apply? ______________

In the space below or on an attached sheet, describe your long-term career goals.
Are you interested in a particular branch of Geosciences, or are you still undecided?
What motivated you to become a Geosciences major?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Optional Information (Statistical Purposes Only)  Ethnic Origin:  Asian ____ American Indian ______ Black ______ White _____
Permission to Release Information
Because of public law (The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, commonly known as the Buckley Amendment) it is now illegal to divulge certain information contained in a student’s record without the student’s expressed authorization and knowledge.  It is, therefore, necessary to have the following authorization in order to comply with the law and the request described below.:

I hereby request and authorize the release of information contained in my student records at East Tennessee State University to the appropriate scholarship selection committee for the purpose of evaluation and scholarship award selection.

          ________________________________________________                         _______________________________________
                     Student’s Signature							Date

Note:  You must file the Free application for Federal Student Aid form in order to be considered for need-based programs including grants, some loans, and work programs,  Applications can be obtained in your high school guidance office or online at www.FAFSA.ed.gov.  A complete description of each scholarship is available in the Scholarship Office.  East Tennessee State University is fully in accord with the belief that educational and employment opportunities should be available to all eligible persons without regard to age, sex, color, race, religion, national origin, disability, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

For more information, contact Dr. Beverly Smith at smithbj@etsu.edu, or 423-439-8418, 
or in Brown Hall 273.
