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EDUCATION 
M.A. East Tennessee State University 2007 
 Degree: Speech Communication 
 Cognate: Counseling 
 
B.S. University of Tennessee 2005 
 Major: Mass Communication 
 Emphasis: Journalism 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 

2007 to present. Lecturer. Communication Department, Speech Division. East 
Tennessee State University. Johnson City, TN.  

 
2009 to 2013. Adjunct Faculty. Behavioral and Social Sciences Department, Speech 

Division. Northeast State Community College. Gray, TN.  
   

COURSES TAUGHT 
Communication Studies SPCH 1300 
Communication Studies SPCH 1300 online      
Communication Studies SPCH 1300 ITV       
Communication Studies SPCH 1300 Women’s Studies Emphasis 
Communication Studies CMST 1300 Learning Support   
Learning Support 1011 in Reading 
Public Speaking SPCH 2300       
Public Speaking SPCH 2300 Women’s Studies Emphasis   
Argumentation and Debate 2320      

 
COMMITTEES AND ORGANIZATION 

• Faculty Advisor. 2013 to present 
o Records student graduation records 
o Contacts students with missing graduation information 
o Advises majors and minors on department hosted advising days 

• Event Planner for Departmental Alumni Return to the Classroom. Annual event 
from Fall 2013 to present 

• Alumni Coordinator. 2010 to present 
o Maintains department updated alumni list per academic year 
o Creator of alumni Facebook page, over 85 following audience 
o Created Alumni Association Directory account for Communication Studies 

Alums 
o Created Alumni Profile for Directory 



o Created Alumni Contact List 
o Recruited 3 alumni profiles to be published in Communication Department 

Magazine  
o Designed and executed an online and hard copy alumni survey. 2011 

• Debate and Forensics Team Co-Coach and Judge. 2008—2011 
o Walter State Tournament. November 2008 
o State Debate Tournament. Nashville. February 2009 
o Northeast State Tournament. March 2009  
o Hosted ETSU’s Little Brown Jug Tournament. April 2009 
o Walter State Tournament. November 2009 
o Hosted ETSU’s Little Brown Jug Tournament. April 2010 
o Hosted ETSU’s Little Brown Jug Tournament. April 2011 

• Speech Division Audit Committee. 2009—2010 and 2015--2016 
 

SERVICE CONTRIBUTIONS 
• Freshmen Orientation and Advising. Summer 2011--2016 
• Presentation Assessment Form revision Committee Head. Fall 2012 
• Welcome Week Debate Team Representative. Fall 2012 
• Recruited student participation in “The Rivalry” Debate workshop. Fall 2011 
• Established and execute Alumni Coordinator Initiatives. Fall 2011 to present 
• Facilitated Graduate Alumni Panel for PCOM classroom. September 2011  
• Raised money in Debate Team Bake Sale Fundraiser. September 2011  
• Coordinated the Alumni Survey for the 1984-2008 Speech Graduates. April 2010 
• Contributed to the list of accomplishments for the declaration of Jack Mooney Day. April 

2010 
• Facilitated Graduate Alumni Panel for PCOM classroom. October 2010 
• Judged the Poetry Out Loud! Contest at Daniel Boone High School. November 2010  
• Facilitated Graduate Alumni Panel. November 2009  
• Represented ETSU’s Communication Department at Spring Open House. March 2009  
• Participated in Debate team’s booth for ETSU’s Winter Cruise Event. February 2009  
• Represented Women’s Studies Program at Student Orientation in May 2008 
• Participated in ETSU Health Services HPV study for women in Appalachia in April 2008 
• Facilitated Graduate Alumni Panel in PCOM classroom. March 2008   
• Guest Lecturer. Communication Theory. Dr. A. E. Kinser. East Tennessee State 

University. Johnson City, TN. 2007  
• Advised undergraduate communication majors for fall and spring semesters. 

Communication Department. 2007-2009  
• Assistant Editor, Mothering in the Third Wave. Toronto: Demeter Press. Dr. A.E. Kinser. 

2007 
• Contributed to the research behind ETSU’s Diversity Conference for fall 2007  
• Participated in and set up Communication Department booth for ETSU”S 

Communication Day 2006  
 
 
 
 
 



RESEARCH INTERESTS 
• Presenter at “Difficult Dialogues” roundtable at National Women’s Studies 

Conference. Atlanta, GA. November, 2009.   
• Presenter and Moderator of panel at National Women’s Studies Conference. 

Cincinnati, OH. June, 2008.   
 

Gender studies and feminist theory, sexuality and power dynamics. Interest in 
interpersonal communication and ways in which communicative behaviors are shaped 
within intimate relationships. Counseling techniques based on individual’s 
communication with others.  

 
GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

ETSU Women’s Studies Steering Committee 
Lamda Delta Alpha Honor Society Member 
National Women’s Studies Association Member 

 
RELEVANT GRADUATE COURSEWORK 

Communication Theory 
Communication in Organizations 
Gender and Communication 
Communication Research Methods 
Social and Cultural Foundations of Counseling 
Trends and Issues in Higher Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REFERENCES 
Dr. Wesley Buerkle  
Department of Communication & Performance  
218 Campus Center  
Box 70667   
East Tennessee State University  
Johnson City, TN  37614  
(423) 439-7579 
Buerkle@mail.etsu.edu 
 
Dr. Andrew Herrmann 
Department of Communication & Performance  
218 Campus Center 
Box 70667   
East Tennessee State University 
Johnson City, TN 37614 
(423) 439-7563 
herrmanna@etsu.edu 
 
Laughton Messmer 
Department of Communication & Performance 
107 Campus  
Box 70667 
East Tennessee State University 
Johnson City, TN 37614 
(423) 439-6515 
Messmer@etsu.edu 
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